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Carnegie Hall calls for local chorale

Longtime leader
Lynn Sjolund
eager to visit
New York venue

By Kathleen Alaks
of the Daity Courier

Music legend has it that the
way to get to Carnegie Hall is to
practice, practice, practice.

Well, after going through its
paces for nearly 30 years, the
Rogue Valley Chorale is finally
on its way to New York’s most
prestigious music venue.

Led by conductor Lynn Sjol-
und, the chorale was invited to
be part of a festival that will
include about 200 other singers.
The festival started Sunday and
the Rogue Valley Chorale takes
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its place on tlie Iegendar} stage
Marcir2o. — —

S}D’hﬂd(’" unced Sho- e
lund), says the honor is nntln‘ng
short of magic.

“There’s a magic about
Carnegie Hall,” he says.
“Acoustically, it’s outstanding
and that’s probably the reason it
became famous. There are other
concert halls, but nothing has a
name like Carnegie Hall. And it
has such a history of great
singers and musicians.”

Sjolund visited the historic
hall last summer to meet with

festival organizers.

The lobby walls are lined with
hundreds 0f 8-by-10 photographs
of artists, musicians and com-

posers who have perfnrmed
there.

“You see photos of Itzak Perl-
man, Leonard
Ma, and you start thinking, ¥
‘We're gﬂmg to play there, t00.””

Sjolund has been the mie' NIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier
conductor since it was h nce | i
S0 1975, excont tor tho thikee Lynn Sjolund has been the conductor of the Rogue Valley Chorale since it was founded in 1973.

years that he was director of ; —
chorale studies at Loyola Uni- beat Bach,” he concedes. “But He taught for nearly 30 years  the Britt Festival Orchestra and  belt: Austria, the Czech Repub-
versity in New Orleans. He there are so many outstanding in Medford public schools and the Rogue Valley Symphony in lic and Hungary; Sweden and
agreed to take the position only  composers. Ralph Vaughan after his retirement, taught at concerts when the chorale was Norway; and most recently to
if he was allowed to chmse the Williams and Benjamin Britten Lewis and Clark College, the the featured group. Italy in 1998, where they per-
choral music and arrange the have written some great things.  University of Oregon and South- The chorale performs three formed in Medfurd’s Slster city
programs, he says. But it’s hard to pin down a ern Oregon University onan - regular programs each year, of Alba.

Sjolund likes to organize pro-  favorite. There’s so much great  interim basis. with concerts In falj wmter and Though only 55 chnrale mem-
grams with a unifying idea or music out there.” He served as president of the  spring. bers are New York-bound, the
theme in mind, such as perform- Music has been part of Sjol- Northwest Division of the Music “The biggest program we did  full ensemble is 90 voices strung.
ing works of cunteml)orary com- und’s life since his youth in Educators National Conference  was Bach’s beautiful Mass last And nearly 20 of those are from
posers or exploring how various  Washington studying the violin and served on the American fall,” Sjolund ’Eab's “It’s proba- the original founding group.
com interpret similar and his schooling at the Univer-  Choral Directors Association bly the greatest piece of chnral “I’m impressed with the
texts, such as the Ave Maria or  sity of Oregon and at the Geneva  board of directors for Oregon.  music ever Written. The Bach longevity” of the chorale, Sjol-
the Magnificat. Center for Music Education at He also was artistic director  piece was theost difficult and = und says, “and the fact that the

“I’m always looking for Stuttgart, Germany, Where in for Rogue Opera, conducting the most expensive we've ever talent keeps getting better. It's a
mumc I listen and then file it 1969 he met Doris. performances of “Die Fleder- done, but no one thought it was-  tremendous wealth in the valley
away,” he says They married in 1971. Doris maus,” “La Traviata,” “Barber ~ n’t worth it. and speaks of the artistic flavor

He's hard—pressed to pick a lund is the founder and con-  of Seville,” “Don Pasquale,” The ﬂhﬂﬁh has a]so per- of the whole area. And it shows
favorite composer, however. ductor of the Rogue Valley Chil-  “Tosca” and “Pirates of Pen- formed mtﬁf‘?t‘“ﬂﬂﬂy, with the lasting value of really great

“If I had to chmse you can’t  dren’s Chorus. zance.” And he has conducted ~  three Eurﬂlﬁ"" ips under its choral music.”
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