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€€ It was a great e:-:perier!‘lce for me overall. Not only did I get introduced

to great composers, but I got to make some lifelong friendships. 39
Emily AP, Cox, Central Polnt, Rogue Valley Children’s Chorus board member

With its varied
repertoire and
supportive
atmosphere, the
Rogue Valley

Children’s Chorus
builds friendships

as youngsters work ...

By MEG LANDERS
lar trea ksl Tribune

ar Ttobin Ballavd, the hardest
F]:a rt about being in a chorus was

auditisning, The eighth-grade
hemeseheoler savs sho wis nervous and
had butieries in herstomach st bor
firal appesranse belfors i musie
dirpeton

“IPorche sudition, Fpracticed o front
of friends and that Balps" says Hobin,
whio has sineo overcome her stage fright
and sungin publie for teo-and-a-half
SOArs,

Hobin iz oneof 150 members of the
Bogue Yalley Children's Choriis, &
group of fourths through eighth-graders
who perform throughout the valley,

Founded in 1888 by Devis Sjolund, the
clinrusineels weekly throughour the
sehool vear for rehenrsalz in
propaestion formultiple pecformancos.
Vonues inelude the Craterian Ginger
Hogers Theater, the Roguo Valley
Manar s school assemblies, aswell as

corviilions sl festivils,

From Bach and Beethoven o Rodgers
gt Hammevstein, from rhythmic
Afvican songs to traditionalspivitual
songs, memlers learn avariety ofslyles
and sounds, Auditisns fordhe choras
Lale place next week.

A 1ok ol kids have nel sung n s
clioris hefore, 2o U5 a great place b
start,” saya Gerry Flock, onooblho
ciireelors

“They get areal qualily singing
ecporionoe thal you wouldn't
nepessarily get ina sehool selling”
golds the Ieosevelt Blementary School
miisie bepcher, “Tiera's just fmors
performaneEopportunities"

tmily & F Cox, gecrelary oo thebanrd
of direetors, wig o membar of the
chiorus asn fourth-graden

“Tiwas pgresl cxpériencs lor me
overnll,” savathe 2-vear-old Conteal
Point resident, "Not ondydid T'get
introduced 1o great compaosers, bul 1 goel
Lo make somo Lifelong feiendships.”

=

Thase Fiendzhips came in handy,

“I made feiends with ehilden in
olher gehonlz, sowhen Dwent b junior
Righ; already had friends" shesays,

The best part of the chorus, though,
was theperforming.

woilpaveled theoughitho sehicols and
thint wasse moeh fun G gasing in front
of e olher kids," says Cox, adding that
she conlinued o use her singing skills
inelioles all throngh cotlege.

Fhiusic’s a wornderbful discipline,” savs
Flock; sdding that throwgh practicing
givd rehearsing, children learivakills
with benefils beyond singing,

STt renlly breeds belber eommpitment
tevall areas ol their e espesialiy
aendamios.” he savs.

Robin sees i1 mostly oz p good time.

STL% M, sk says; Mand i vou like
musie gl singing, vou should joinit.”

Meg Landersiza reelange oriter lving
i Medford, foneail wral
Tondersieinet. org.

Mall Tribire { Bob Pannall

Balting eul a 1une during a Regua Valley Children's Chorus practica are. dtckadse from bottom lef, Hannah Walker, 12, piano playar Margea Daly, Josnun Blesse, 13, Robin Ballard, 13, Katls tulel
13, and Dan Daly, 11. Auditions for the chorua are planned for Tuzscay, Sept. 11, and Thumsday, Sept. 13,

To find their
n voices

AUDITIONS SET

What Hogua Valley
Cihifeiren’s Chogfus.
For: Boys and girain fourth
threLigh sighth gradas,
mm 4o 530 pm.
Tuesdiy, Sepl. 11, and
Thirsdmg Sepst, 13
. Where: South Medford
Hegh Schoat Choal Room.
Requiremaents: Obitain a

' teachers recoinmantlatan

and sirgy e first versa of
"ametieadhs Boautifil®
Contact: Doris Sjolund,
Fr2:2163, o Garry Flock,
BiE4 -HETA,
o Cost About §1001or both
fall ancl spring Fear-month
BASEIOE.




